VDA Minutes for September 17, 2007

Present:  Molly Holland*, Sylvia Gaboriault*, Desiree de Waal*, Jane Ross*, Susan Coburn*, Sylvia Geiger*, Amy Tuller, Amy Gendron, Lara Borders,  Scott Finney (by phone)  
Regrets: Kathy Clark*, Cathy McIsaac*, Laura Biron, Alyssa Consigli*, Kathy Backes, Jill Goodroe*, Sue Johansen, Joanne Heidkamp, Priscilla Carpenter

*Voting members
Call meeting to order: 4:15 pm at UHC Renal Conference Room

Introductions of new members, roster passed around and updated.
Review of Minutes of 6/28/07: Sylvia Geiger motioned to approve, Lara Borders seconded, all in favor. 

Old business 

1. President Report: 

a. Principles of agreement with ADA:  Attachment 1: Affiliate Annual Report and Assessment

ADA requires a needs assessment and strategic plan for every state affiliate (see attachment).  We have 1 year to complete and submit to ADA.  Monica John was part of the committee that developed  this assessment/ report.

Molly recommended that the Board either plan a retreat to plan and focus on this report or allot time at the next few board meetings to develop our strategic plan.  If we do not complete this plan we do not receive our 20% state rebate from members’ ADA dues.. 

ACTION: Molly, Sylvia, and Monica will meet and develop an action plan for completing the needs assessment and VDA Strategic Plan. 

BY: Monica John, Sylvia Gaboriault, and Molly Holland 

b. Member Updates / Bulletin Editor:  Member updates done by president right now.  We are not using a bulletin editor.  Do we eliminate this position?  This would require a change in the Policy and Procedures Manual; we could leave this position open and decide how we would like to proceed with this position.  It was felt that Public Relations/ Media Rep plus Web site or Bulletin Editor plus website would be too much for 1 person. 

ACTION: Table for next meeting in December. 

c. FNCE ’07 Plans:  Amy Gendron, Amy Nickerson, Jane Ross, Sylvia Gaboriault, Sylvia Geiger, and Molly are going.  Sylvia Gaboriault is going to plan a Vermont Dietitian’s get together for possibly Monday evening.  

2. Past President Report:

a and b: Bylaws/Policy & Procedure manual: 

Betsy Hiser Award has already been changed and needs to be incorporated in new Bylaws/Policy & Procedure manual

Questions that need to be discussed: Why is Past President not a voting member? 

                   The Position description – for the Bulletin / Web Editor will need to be revised.

ACTION: Draft of the Policy and Procedure Manual will be shared with board members to review prior to next meeting. A motion will be tabled at next meeting for the Board to approve the Policy and Procedure Manual Changes: 45 min – 1 hour required for this task. 

BY: Lara 

c. Fundraising Efforts:  We need to look at ADAF and Website fundraising as 2 separate efforts.  Annual meeting used to be a fundraising effort; it is not one now since we no longer seem to make a profit from the meeting. 

Ideas: Sylvia Gaboriault discussed a potential fundraising event for VDA on the Spirit of Ethan Allen Cruise ship.  The goal would be an event that would make a profit for VDA and would involve the public as well as VDA members.  She suggested the theme might be:  “Pairing of wine and food for health” as an interesting event that might draw various public members.  

Other ideas suggested included a snowshoeing get together, walk-a –thons.   Scott mentioned technology grants that could be obtained to help fund the start up costs of the website. . 

ACTION:  Sylvia Gaboriault will investigate further the possibility of contracting with the Spirit of Ethan Allen in the fall of 2008

         Scott was going to investigate technology grants for website. 

3. President Elect Report:  

Annual Meeting: Place: Capital Plaza in Montpelier

Date: April but this interfered with school break.  No Friday’s available in May.  Discussed changing the day of the week.  

ACTION: Sylvia will find alternate dates and communicate with other board members so that a date can be quickly selected. 

Meeting topic ideas: Phytonutrients; Whole foods; Eating from Rainbow; Oldways; Beef bureau has speaker topics; Author of “Mindless Eating”, 

Breakouts: Raw foods; Vermont Fresh Network, Motivational Interviewing, Public Policy

VDA/VADE meeting report:  VADE found it valuable but did not make enough money. Suggest every other year as a combined effort. 

4. Treasurer Report:  Not present

Report at next meeting concerning final profit of VDA/VADE meeting in May, 2007 

5. Nominating Committee Chair:  

Open positions for next year are President Elect,  Delegate, Treasurer, CPI-chair elect, Nominating committee Chair-elect, Nominating Committee.   Names for potential nominations were obtained for the Nominating committee to contact. 

ACTION: Ballot will be presented at December Board meeting for Board approval. 

Networking Groups: Chittenden County needs coordinator

6. Public Policy Committee: 

Susan Coburn reported on items that were shared in the Member Update. 

Attachment 4:  Notes from meeting 8/3/07 discussed

Key areas of focus: 

Federal Level: Expansion of Medicare, Farm Bill, Child Nutrition Reauthorization

State Level: Catamount, Medicaid

7. Reimbursement Representative: Not present. This is a copy of the email sent to Board Members

Reimbursement Rep update regarding Catamount Health Care:

All MVP providers should have received a Rider (MVP Rider 8) to participate or not participate in MVP Catamount Health sent out the first week in September.  BCBS is also administering Catamount but I do not have an update on them at this time.

        The program slated to begin Oct. 1, 2007 will go into effect on Nov. 1, 2007 through MVP.

        RDs are considered ancillary providers.  

No MD referral is required for nutrition services.  MVP "thinks" that if a service is covered under MVP, it will be covered under Catamount.

Reimbursement is 110% of the Medicare 2006 fee schedule (note this is less than the MVP reimbursement rate)

Of Interest:  Catamount Health Care mandates reimbursement for services provided by naturopaths...which is not a covered service under MVP

 

Attending a meeting with BCBS of Vermont 9/18/07 

8. ADAF: 

Silent auction items for FNCE- $150 worth of donations have been obtained.  Sylvia will bring the VDA Basket to FNCE. 

9. Secretary Report: 

Based on the ADA DMSI database, VT has: 160 active members, this includes RDs (119), DTRs (3), students (36), others

Nonmember (potential members): RDs –61

RDs which did not renew this past year: 7

To recruit and keep members we need to be pro-active and try and get members back..

There are New member sample welcome letters and sample letters for those that have dropped their membership that can be accessed from ADA.  

ACTION: Lara, Molly will find sample “new member” letters and revise them to mail to VDA members that are new and those that dropped their ADA membership.

Desiree will distribute. 

10. Website Update:

Desiree and Sylvia met.  We have gathered information about what we want to see in a website and surveyed other state affiliates.  

ACTION: Desiree, Jill and Sylvia will work on developing RFP (Request for Proposal) for a website developer. The draft will be brought to the December Board meeting for approval.  The budget will also need to be reviewed for this project.  

BY; Desiree, Sylvia Geiger, Jill 

11. PR/Media Representative:  Not able to attend

12. CPI Report: 

Discussion included awards, Jane Ross submitted nominee for student award.  

ACTION: Need policy and procedure for selecting awards using a numbered, ranking system

BY: Susan Coburn, Kathy Clark
13. Delegate’s Report:

Discussed Education Task Force

President’s Update included House of Delegate’s Fact sheets:  

Included:     Membership Dues Process- linked to inflation

Health Disparities Fact Sheet

14. State Licensure Update:  no report

New Business

Next Meeting: Monday December 10

Future meeting dates: January 28, March 10

Location: Renal Clinic Conference room, UHC, Burlington, 2nd floor. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm
Page 2 of 3

